Precursors Supplementary Notes

Painting was used mostly in the decoration of churches.  Interest in painting for civic purposes such as the decoration of city halls appears.  Rich merchants were the main source of funds and support.

Media & Techniques

· Fresco

· Tempera Panel Paintings

New Elements in Painting

1. Direct observation of nature

2. Modeling with light and shade

3. Conveyance of emotion through facial expressions and gestures

4. Overlapping figures to indicate depth

5. Reduction of detail: simplified composition

6. Emphasis on narrative rather than symbolism

7. Representation of actual places rather than fantasy 

8. Observation of the underlying structure of the human body.

Elements carried over from the Byzantine style included 

1. Plate-like haloes

2. Hierarchic scaling (important people made larger)

Siena (Sienese School)

Duccio

Simmone Martini

Lorenzetti

Florence(Florentine School)

Cimabue

Taddeo Gaddi

Giotto

1. Broke with the Frozen Byzantine Stile for a softer more lifelike forms

2. Founder of the Western Traditions of 3-D style and a convincing sense of space 

3. Pioneer –Realistic-Representational & Natural style

4. Painted the human figure with a sense of anatomical structure and perspective beneath drapery

5. Fresco with Giotto was the first since Roman times to render Forms suggesting 

6. Weight & roundness

